
San Juan Island Library

Report prepared by Fivedot Architects for the San Juan Island Library 

Spring Street Site.

August 12th, 2025

Assessment Report 



page 2

Library Staff Interviews & Site Visits 
Take Aways and Observations

People space -needed

Gathering Space
Comfortable Circulation 
Collaboration Space
Variety of sitting / reading / work atmospheres

Building was not built for a library. Trying to conform into a building that      
was never intended to be a library. 

Building lacks the infrastructure to support latest and future technologies. 

Deep desire to expand your community services to accommodate current 
and future users. 

Deep desire to replicate the welcoming and cozy atmosphere.

Take advantage of the unique assets of San Juan Island. 

What do the options look like for growth and what lessons 
can we learn from other similar libraries?

Q:
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Surrounding Library Information
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Building Size Graphic Diagrams

6,500 SF

Note:

Existing base building size does not include unfi nished basement 

area or second fl oor ad-hoc work space.

4,000 SF

600 SF 2,000 SF

5,000 SF

12,000 SF 13,000 SF 15,000 SF 18,000 SF

Base Building
8,000 SF

Base Building
8,000 SF

Base Building
8,000 SF

Base Building
8,000 SF

4,400 SF

3,500 SF

Legend

Base Building (See Note 1)

Minimum Expansion 
Recommendations by Fivedot

New program 
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12,000 SF

4,000 SF

Base Building Mimimum Expansion

8,000 SF

• Expanded Youth Services
  (Early Learning Program, Play Space,           
   Tween Space) 

• Building Circulation (Approx. 10%)

• Expanded Staff Space

• Small Meeting / Study Rooms / 
  Designated Quiet Areas

• Reading Nooks / Computer Bar

• Collections Expansion (Approx. 10%)

• Storage

• 24-Hour Lobby Access for Holds,                                                                                                                                           
  Pickups, and Printing 
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13,000 SF

Base Building Mimimum Expansion New Program

8,000 SF

• Designated Learning / Maker Lab• Expanded Youth Services
  (Early Learning Program, Play Space,           
   Tween Space) 

• Building Circulation (Approx. 10%)

• Expanded Staff Space

• Small Meeting / Study Rooms / 
  Designated Quiet Areas

• Reading Nooks / Computer Bar

• Collections Expansion (Approx. 10%)

• Storage

• 24-Hour Lobby Access for Holds,                                                                                                                                           
  Pickups, and Printing 

4,400 SF 600 SF
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15,000 SF

5,000 SF 2,000 SF

Base Building Mimimum Expansion New Program

• Designated Learning / Maker Lab

• Demo Kitchen / Library Cafe

• All-Ages Recording Space

• Expanded Youth Services
  (Early Learning Program, Play Space,           
   Tween Space) 

• Building Circulation (Approx. 10%)

• Expanded Staff Space

• Small Meeting / Study Rooms / 
  Designated Quiet Areas

• Reading Nooks / Computer Bar

• Collections Expansion (Approx. 10%)

• Storage

• 24-Hour Lobby Access for Holds,                                                                                                                                           
  Pickups, and Printing 

8,000 SF
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18,000 SF

8,000 SF

Base Building Mimimum Expansion

• Designated Learning / Maker Lab

• Demo Kitchen / Library Cafe

• All-Ages Recording Space

• Larger Program / Community Room 

• Large Equipment Storage

New Program

6,500 SF 3,500 SF

• Expanded Youth Services
  (Early Learning Program, Play Space,           
   Tween Space) 

• Building Circulation (Approx. 10%)

• Expanded Staff Space

• Small Meeting / Study Rooms / 
  Designated Quiet Areas

• Reading Nooks / Computer Bar

• Collections Expansion (Approx. 10%)

• Storage

• 24-Hour Lobby Access for Holds,                                                                                                                                           
  Pickups, and Printing 
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Base Building SF Breakdowns

8,000 SF

Entry / Lobby / Display Area

Restrooms

Building Circulation

Staff Space

Reading & Sitting Spaces 

Stack Spaces:
Adult Collections
Young Adults Collection
Children’s Collection 
Periodicals Collection

Storage 

950 SF

150 SF

330 SF

1,420 SF

1,250 SF

1,800 SF
500 SF

1,000 SF
350 SF

250 SF
*Note that storage only includes storage at 

the main level of the library. (Upstairs and 

basement storage not included in calculation.) 
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12,000 SF - Breakdown of Spaces

4,210 SF

970 SF

540 SF

350 SF

370 SF

820 SF

700 SF

460 SF

Expanded Youth Services
(Early Learning Program, Play Space, 
Designated Tween Space (970 SF)

Reading Nooks / Computer Bar
12 Computer Stations (540 SF) 

Collections Expansion (Approx. 10%)
Adult Collection: (186 SF) 
Young Adult / Teens Collection (50 SF)
Children’s Collection (100 SF)

Periodicals Collection (34 SF)

Building Circulation (Approx. 10%) 
Wider Aisles
Open Building Circulation

Expanded Staff Space
Staff Offi ce 1  (150 SF)
Staff Offi ce 2 (150 SF)
Staff Conference Room (400 SF)

Meeting Rooms
Study Room 1 (60SF) - 2-4 people
Group Room 3 (400 SF) - 15-20 
people (similar to Orcas Library)

970 SF Expanded Youth ServicesExpanded Youth Services

820 SF Building Circulation (Approx. 10%) 

700 SF Expanded Staff Space

350 SF

460 SF Meeting Rooms

540 SF Reading Nooks / Computer BarReading Nooks / Computer Bar

370 SF Collections Expansion (Approx. 10%)Collections Expansion (Approx. 10%)

Mimimum Expansion

8,000 SF

Base Building

Storage

Note:

Square footages on pages 10-13 are estimates based on 

comparable library spaces.  Actual space requirements 

are likely to change during the design process. 

= New square footage 
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13,000 SF - Breakdown of Spaces

600 SF Designated Maker Space

600 SF

Mimimum Expansion New Program

8,000 SF

Base Building

970 SF

540 SF

540 SF

370 SF

820 SF

700 SF

460 SF

Expanded Youth Services
(Early Learning Program, Play Space, 
Designated Tween Space (970 SF)

Reading Nooks / Computer Bar
12 Computer Stations (540 SF) 

Collections Expansion (Approx. 10%)
Adult Collection: (186 SF) 
Young Adult / Teens Collection (50 SF)
Children’s Collection (100 SF)

Periodicals Collection (34 SF)

Building Circulation (Approx. 10%) 
Wider Aisles
Open Building Circulation

Expanded Staff Space
Staff Offi ce 1  (150 SF)
Staff Offi ce 2 (150 SF)
Staff Conference Room (400 SF)

Meeting Rooms
Study Room 1 (60SF) - 2-4 people
Group Room 3 (400 SF) - 15-20 
people (similar to Orcas Library)

Storage 540 SF Storage 

4,400 SF

Additional Storage (190 SF)

= New program

= New square footage 
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15,000 SF - Breakdown of Spaces

Base Building Mimimum Expansion

600 SF Designated Maker Space

New Program

970 SF

540 SF

540 SF

610 SF

1,020 SF

950 SF

560 SF

Expanded Youth Services
(Early Learning Program, Play Space, 
Designated Tween Space (970 SF)

Reading Nooks / Computer Bar
12 Computer Stations (540 SF) 

Storage

Collections Expansion (Approx. 10%)
Adult Collection: (186 SF) 
Young Adult / Teens Collection (50 SF)
Children’s Collection (100 SF)

Periodicals Collection (34 SF)

Building Circulation (Approx. 10%)
Wider Aisles
Open Building Circulation

Expanded Staff Space
Staff Offi ce 1  (150 SF)
Staff Offi ce 2 (150 SF)
Staff Conference Room (400 SF)

Meeting Rooms
Study Room 1 (60SF) - 2-4 people
Study Room 2 (100 SF) - 6 people
Group Room 3 (400 SF) - 15-20 
people (similar to Orcas Library)

950 SF Expanded Staff Space

410 SF

800 SF Demo Kitchen / Library Cafe

All Ages Recording Studio

Additional Circulation (200 SF)

Additional Staff Space (250 SF)

Additional Collection Expansion (240 SF)

8,000 SF

610 SF Collections Expansion (Approx. 10%)

560 SF Meeting Rooms

1,020 SF Building Circulation (Approx. 10%)

Additional Storage (190 SF)

= New program

= New square footage 

1,810 SF5,190 SF
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18,000 SF - Breakdown of Spaces

Base Building Mimimum Expansion

600 SF Designated Maker Space

New Program

970 SF

810 SF

1,000 SF

610 SF

1,270 SF

1,200 SF

620 SF

Reading Nooks / Computer Bar
12 Computer Stations (540 SF) 

Storage 

Collections Expansion (Approx. 10%)
Adult Collection: (186 SF) 
Young Adult / Teens Collection (50 SF)
Children’s Collection (100 SF)

Periodicals Collection (34 SF)

Building Circulation (Approx. 10%)
Wider Aisles
Open Building Circulation

Expanded Staff Space
Staff Offi ce 1  (150 SF)
Staff Offi ce 2 (150 SF)
Staff Conference Room (400 SF)

Meeting Rooms
Study Room 1a (60SF) - 2-4 people
Study Room 1b(60 SF) - 2-4 people
Study Room 2 (100 SF) - 6 people
Group Room 3 (400 SF) - 15-20 
people (similar to Orcas Library)

1,270 SF Building Circulation (Approx. 10%)1,270 SF

1,200 SF Expanded Staff Space1,200 SF

1,000 SF Storage 1,000 SF

810 SF Reading Nooks / Computer Bar810 SF Reading Nooks / Computer Bar

410 SF

840 SF

870 SF

800 SF Demo Kitchen / Library Cafe

All Ages Recording Studio

Community Room (Similar to 
Burlington Library)

Large Equipment Storage

Additional Circulation (450 SF)

Additional Staff Space (500 SF)

Additional Collection Expansion (240 SF)

6 Additional Stations (270 SF)

Additional Storage (460 SF)

8,000 SF

Expanded Youth Services
(Early Learning Program, Play Space, 
Designated Tween Space (970 SF)

= New program

= New square footage 

3,520 SF6,480 SF
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Site Plans

LaConner 7,954 SF Orcas 11,687 SF

Burlington 16,993 SF Anacortes 17,763 + level 2 SF Mount Vernon 30,944 SF

SJIL 8,284 SF

potential 
affordable 
housing area
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12,000 SF - Site Plan Envisioning

4,000 SF

Base Building
8,000 SF

library 
building

outdoor
gathering

indoor / 
outdoor 
Space

potential affordable 
housing area

parking

gathering

spring street



page 16

13,000 SF - Site Plan Envisioning

600 SF

Base Building
8,000 SF

4,000 SF

library 
building

outdoor
gathering

gathering

gathering

potential affordable 
housing area 

parking

spring street



potential affordable 
housing area

parking
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15,000 SF - Site Plan Envisioning

library 
building

indoor / 
outdoor 

 outdoor 
gathering

spring street

2,000 SF

5,000 SF

Base Building
8,000 SF



potential affordable 
housing area 

parking
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18,000 SF - Site Plan Envisioning

library 
building

indoor / 
outdoor 

 outdoor 
gathering

spring street

6,500 SF

Base Building
8,000 SF

3,500 SF
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Notes

1. The information in this document was aquired over multiple months from a 
variety of resources. These included the following: 

- San Juan Island Library staff and facility engagement on June 25th, 2025.\
- Documents provided by San Juan Island Library staff and board 
- Previous site and facility studies 
- Site visits & observations to surrounding libraries 
- Online sources including 2023 Washington Public Library Statistics Data, municipal                  
  budget reports, newspaper articles. 

2. Square footages provided in this report are estimates based on comparable 
library spaces.  Actual space requirements are likely to change during the 
design process. 


