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Discover life's possibilities.



With the lessons of 2020 behind us, we launched into 2021
with newfound awareness, curiosity, and flexibility. As a
Library and staff we leaned into change and found new
opportunities for innovation and fresh perspectives. 

The San Juan Island Library remained a community hub
throughout COVID, circulating materials and resources
through curbside delivery and our curbside pick-up window;
registering 430 new patrons for library cards; providing
patrons with access to databases, ebooks, audiobooks, and
more; expanding our collections to provide games and
puzzles, WiFi hotspots, and laptops kits; and providing our
community with rich and robust virtual programming and
take-and-make kits for all ages. 

As we look to the year ahead, we are grateful for the ongoing
support of our community, the Board of Trustees, and the
Friends of the Library. Thank you for supporting us in our
mission to bring people together and empower islanders to
discover life's possibilities! 

Letter from the Director

Laurie Orton, Director

The Library 
is an 
arena of
possibility,
opening 
both a 
window 
into the 
soul and 
a door 
onto the 
world.

-Rita Dove



The San Juan Island Library provides community access to diverse
and relevant collections, information resources, and services in
support of individual education, occupations, and recreational
interests. The Library offers a welcoming place for community
connection and promotes exploration of the joys of reading and of
learning, while encouraging the discovery of life's possibilities. 

Welcome and Respect: The Library strives to be the heart of the community,
reflecting the vibrant personality of our island. It is a safe and welcoming place
that encourages the free exchange and exploration of ideas, and respects the
diverse viewpoints of all. 

Mission and Values

Collaboration: The Library uses its unique position as a neutral public forum to
foster partnerships and build connections across a broad spectrum of individuals
and organizations in order to strengthen and enrich our community. 

Intellectual Freedom: The Library strives to ensure protection of the individual's
freedom to read, the maintenance of privacy, and unfettered intellectual inquiry
and expression. 

Innovation: The Library pursues innovation in services and resources to meet the
evolving needs of the Library and our patrons. 

Accessibility: The Library recognizes that a user-friendly environment helps our
patrons to access information. The Library explores ways to make it easier for all
patrons to navigate our physical and virtual resources. 

Professionalism: The Library recognizes the importance of having well-trained,
knowledgeable staff for delivery of quality services. The Library supports ongoing
training to ensure professional standards and knowledge. 



2021 by the Numbers

141,369
Items Checked Out

430 new cardholders
5,616 library card users
26,069 library visits
1,084 interlibrary loans
52,386 website views

241 library programs

2,645 program attendees

34 programs added
to Virtual Program Archive
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2021 by the Numbers

Throughout 2021, as we relaunched services in our physical library, we continued to provide
a robust digital presence, connecting new patrons with eCards and online resources from
databases to ebooks, and innovating new ways to provide services through our curbside
pickup window. Our 2021 circulation statistics reflected national trends as we collectively
navigated the pandemic. We were grateful to remind our community members daily that
whether online or in-person, the San Juan Island Library is always here for you. 

Circulation Statistics 



2021 Highlights

Motivated by our desire
to support our entire
community and ensure
that all islanders have
access to the Library and
its dynamic offerings,
SJIL was thrilled to enact
COVID-Relief Amnesty
for library patrons. Billed
charges on patron
accounts accumulated
between January 2016
and December 2020
were fully removed. 

Fine Relief Summer Reading Program Trick or Book StoryWalk®
With over 399 Summer
Reading Program (SRP)
kits delivered to
participants, readers
from young to old
celebrated the joy of
reading and community!
The 2021 SRP was one of
our biggest to date,
packed to the brim with
more than 16 programs,
9 outreach events, and
over 390 attendees. Over
125 Take & Make craft
kits were distributed and
90 early literacy kits
were delivered to local
WIC families.   

Welcoming in
Halloween with bookish
flare, SJIL partnered with
the Joyce L. Sobel Family
Resource Center and
other community
organizations to create a
safe, enriching, space for
families and little ones 
to hear stories, wear
costumes, enjoy
Halloween festivities,
and receive a book to
keep! 

 

2021 marked our
inaugural StoryWalk®
installation, featuring
Thor Hanson's
Bartholomew Quill: A
Crow's Quest to Know
Who's Who. A
StoryWalk® is a creative
way for children and
adults to combine
reading with spending
time outdoors. An
illustrated picture book
is placed along a popular
walking path for people
to enjoy, step-by-step
and page-by-page!   



2021 Highlights

From plant swaps to
historic walking tours
and whale poop sniffing
pups to firefighter
storytime, SJIL brought
a diverse array of
programs to the
community in 2021!
Combining in-person
and virtual
programming allowed
us to connect with far-
reaching speakers and
specialists, teaching us
about our island's
ecosystem, hobbies,
interests, literacy, and
more! 

Programs Laptop Kits & WiFi Hotspots Outreach Take & Makes
SJIL was committed to
cultivating WiFi
accessibility for the
community throughout
COVID. In addition to the
library parking lot
having 24/7 wireless
access, the Library
circulated over 24
wireless hotspots, and
introduced laptop kits
for checkout. 

Library services extend
beyond the mere brick
and mortar of our
physical building! 2021
outreach services
ranged from school
visits to virtual English
Language Learning,
Aging Mastery book and
discussion groups, the
Mullis Center Book Club,
and bi-weekly visits to
the Village at the
Harbor! 
 

Innovating ways for
readers and makers of all
ages to explore and craft
during the limitations of
the pandemic, SJIL
offered a vast array of
Take & Make kits to
community members!
Tucked in each bag were
craft-based activities for
patrons to creatively
assemble in the safety of
their own homes. These
all-age activities ranged
from papel picado to
steampunk inventions,
and brewing mulling
spices!



2021 by the Books

TOP TEN CHECKED OUT TITLES OF 2021

Adult 
Fiction

Youth
Fiction



2021 Expenses 2021 San Juan Island Library 
Board of Trustees 

Barry Jacobson, President
Karen Vedder, Vice President
Mark Madsen, Secretary
Barbara Sharp, Trustee
Becki Day, Trustee

Friends of the Library

The San Juan Island Library Board of
Trustees meets on the 2nd Tuesday of
every month. Meetings are hybrid,
held virtually via Zoom and in person. 

An all-volunteer group dedicated to
funding special projects for the library
through funds raised from the Treasure
Cove, used book sales, specialty item
auctions, membership fees, and more. 

Local tax revenue........$1,461,727 - 67.43%
Donations..................................$68,523 - 3.16%
Other.......................................$637,573 - 29.41%

Revenue

Expenditures

Personnel.............................$1,110,996 - 63.4%
Technology..x........................$117,746 - 6.72%
Facilities..................................$186,179 - 10.62%
Collections..............................$116,346 - 6.64%
Other...........................................$220,831 - 12.6%

Total expenditures: $1,752,098

Total revenue: $2,167,823

Don Hendrix, President
Stan Mayhew, Vice President
Nancy Sheplor, Secretary
Judy Bentzen, Treasurer
Beth Spaulding
Kathy Cowell-Ballard
Lisa Pignatiello
Louise Lelevich
Margaret Barker



With Gratitude
Individual
Mary Blevins • Marjorie Briney • Jenny Burgess • Stephanie Butler • JoAnne V. Campbell  • Susan Clark • Carole Sue Conran • Rebecca Cook • Judy
L. Cumming • Kathie DeShon • Beth Drake • Tana Ewers • Nancy J. Geist • Ellyn Goodrich • Eleanor Hartmann • Anna Jeannet • Katherine Jensen •
Roy Kight • Nancy Larsen • Sandra Leschine • Susan Ley • Alison Longley • John Malenic • Janet Meredith • Debbie Owens • Shirley Owens • Diane
K. Padilla • Anne Pallinger • Rich & Cici Peterson • Stephanie Prima • Sharon Sandwith • Elizabeth Scott • Joan Sheldon • Carmel Rd. Tanner •
Janelle Teasdale • Ruth Venegas-Klein • Carla B. Wright • Martha A. Wysocki 

Family

Business

to our Friends of the San Juan Island Library 

Alice Acheson & Ed Greub • Shawn & Lynn Aiken • Eugene & Donna Alexander • Mark & Mary Jane Anderson • Scott Angus & Leslie Schwartz •
Kathleen Ballard & Tim Cowell • Sue Bamford • Rich & Margaret Barker • Richard & Catherine Barnhart • Jill Belcovson • Arne & Judy Bentzen •
Connie & Jerry Black • Albert & Janice Blaylock • Steve Bowman & Diane Martindale • John Cain • Catherine Clowers & John Chessell • Ken & Susan
Dahlberg • Roxanne Dunn • John & Louise Dustrude • Conrad & Jamie Fisher • Pam & King Fitch • Al & Melinda Freyer • Bryan Germain & Jamie
Rice • Douglas Gould • Heidi & Mark Green • Donald & Georgann Greene • Ralph & Marcy Hahn • Diane Hall • Janet & John Hart • Joyce & Torry
Johnson • Lukas Kern & Wendy Waxman Kern • Debra Kettler & Richard Frankel • Robert Lally • Ron & Trish Lehman • Judy Lingerfelt & Ellen
Roberts • Juan & Heidi Lopez • Gail Mancarti & Jessica Palmer • Patricia McKay • Annette & Gene Metzger • Randy & Kathy Moss • John & Candace
Nippolt • Rita & Charlie O'Clair • Debbie & Dana Owens • Lisa & Michael Pignatiello • Boyd & Lovel Pratt • Therese A. Pratt • Patty & Gerald
Rasmussen • Andrew & Patricia Reid • Eileen & Harry Reid • Mark Rice & Anne Woodward • Lynette Roberts & Steve Ulvi • Arlin & Earlene Rothauge
• Mona & Michael Rowe • Nikki Ruggiero & Mary WillAllen • Martha Scott • Sears Family • Kira & John Sewell • Nancy Sheplor • Thalia & Richard
Shorett • David Smith & Jane Weil • Chris & Beth Spaulding • Luke Tokheim • Dave & Dot Vandaveer • Bob & Kathie Ward • Diana & Clay Warner •
Richard & Janet Wright

Cin Cin • Dockside Treasures • FH Pet Supplies • Friday Harbor Drug LLC • Harbor Digitizing LLC • Harbor Rental & Saw Shop • Colleen Howe •
Island Cooking Co. by Deb Nolan • Island Group Sotheby's International Realty • Meat Machine Cycles, LLC • Miliskaeric, LLC • Mulno Cove
Creations, LLC • San Juan Brewing Co. LLC • San Juan Interiors • San Juan Property Mgmt • Stillpoint School • VALMARK Inc

Supporter
Kenneth Azarian • Kathryn Ballard • Tex & Ruby Blankenburg • Stuart & Jenny Burgess • Judy Chovan & Robert Staners • Barbara Collyer • Joyce
Crain • Dilys Goodman • Alice King • Charles McCarty • Don Nixon • Judith Okulitch & Tim Kopet • Susan and Allen Rosenberg



Eric & Audra Adelberger • David & Phyllis Adelman • William & Karin Agosta • Nancy Cook & Thomas Berninghausen • Merilyn Bourland • Sandra
Brame • Lilla & Peter Burgess • Chris & Bill Carli • Kim Carlson & Larry Shatuck • Elizabeth Cooper • Sarah Crosby • Lori & Fred Day • Kathie & Loren
DeShon • Patricia Devlin & Bill Williams • Mary Ann Dobras • Robin & Tom Donnelly • A & M Dreyer • Susan Eberhard • Deb & Wayne Eshelman •
Barbara & Frank Fagan • Douglas K. Gould • Mike & Jean Griffin • James & Mary Guard • Raymond Hailey • Richard Hall • Nason & Erica Hamlin •
Dave & Nancy Harvey • Beth Helstien • Don & Susie Hendrix • Diane Hoff • Jim Huesman • Patrick & Marti Hughes • Peggy & George Hunt • Alice
Hurd • Kerwin & Margaret Johnson • Nancy H. Jones • Kiwanis Club Friday Harbor • Ross Lockwood & Shona Aitken • Stephanie & Rich Mattox •
Stan & Karen Mayhew • Anthony & Susan Mazzarella • Karen & Richard Meenan • Rachel Merz & Brian Clark • Gerry & Nancy Miller • Kim Miller •  
Mary H. Miller • Richard Miller • Rebecca Moore & Fielding McGehee • Kit Moorhouse • Chris & Ann Nelson • Rick Oettinger • Neal & Kim Olson •
Laurie Orton • Cheryl Peach & Rick Exstrom • Frank & Patricia Penwell • Lynn Riddiford & James Truman • Caran & William Riggs • Marty Robinson
• Alan & Lynn Roochvarg • Amy Saxe-Eyler • Annette Schaffer • Larry Shatuck & Kim Carlson • Jean & Ron Shreve • John Stimson • Loretta Stokes •
Susan & Steve Stricker • Gary & Linda Thompson • Karen & Jim Vedder • Mariluz Villa & Thomas Reynolds • Sue Vulgares • George Witter & Laurie
Hannah • Chris Young • Fred Zimmerman & Susan Stein

Benefactor

Sponsor

Advocate

Patron
Tom & Shirely Alvis • Daniel & Eileen Drath • Carolyn Haugen 

Bill & Rebbie Bates • JoAnn Ballenger • Jeff & Ashley Bashaw • Thor Hanson & Eliza Habbeger • Holloway Family • George & Pauline Mulligan • Bill & Carol
Waxman

Sara & Elliot Burch • Kathryn Chadwick • David & Judith Dubbell • Theodore Carlsson & Paulie Jenkins • Sharon Lannan • Faziur & Jahanara
Rahman • David Cheyette & Cynthia Todd • Nina VanLund • Linda Wilson

Sustainer
Anne & Charles Arrowsmith • Linda Goring • Sarah Hart • Nancy & Bob Jones • Dean & Leslie Kayler • Ted & Terry Kruth • Melina Lagios • Susan
Mahoney • Chris & Betsy Pope • Barbara & Gary Sharp • Patricia Smith • Richard & Megumi Strathman • Joanruth Baumann & Dick Coffey



POSTAL PATRON

The production & mailing of this publication is underwritten by: 

Friends of the San Juan Island Library
PO Box 786
Friday Harbor, WA 98250 

Join the
Friends of
the Library
today!

Name 
Mailing Address

Email 

FOL memberships dues are a tax-deductible donation and the main fundraiser to support the Library. 

Select your level of membership:

Individual $20

Family $35

Business $50

Sustainer $75

Benefactor $100

Sponsor $250

Advocate $500

Patron $1,000

Additional Donation

I am interested in helping with FOL activities! 


